Wokingham Leaders off to the
21 World Jamboree
Part 1 the build up

| seem to have got the bug for attending large scouting events, it all started in 1993
when 5™ Wokingham scouts attended the first WINGS International Camp at Windsor
where | assisted Andy McBain with 5™ Wokingham'’s Scouts first international
experience. (3000 people attended)

At the 1998 WINGS camp | organised an activity base based on the USA where 200
people each morning and afternoon took part in a range of activities based on the USA
theme. On that occasion | spent 18 months building the various activities. A team from
Wokingham assisted over the 5 day camp. It included Ruth, Steph and Tom Gould.

2003 and WINGS was back this time | took on organising the opening ceremony, closing
ceremony, a brand new challenge for me as | have never done anything like this before.
With the support of more of Wokingham leaders we also organised a half day event for
the whole camp 4000 people all involved in one activity.

In 2004 | made a decision that | wanted to go to the world jamboree in 2007. It may be
the only chance that | had.

Reading the web site for Eurojam the pre runner to the World Jamboree | notice that
they were looking for staff to assist on for one day in running mega activity bases, |
applied had an interview and | was part of the team. My brief was for one base 100
people to take part at anyone time to last for 5 hours. Water being my thing | built a base
“Fountains of Life” and all was ready for July 2005. | was joined for 5 days by Ruth and
Andrew Clarke from 4™ Wokingham Cubs. We worked hard but had a very enjoyable
few days and really felt part of the European experience. 10,000 people mixing together
in a friendly and safe environment. Nancy Savage helped out when not working on her
own activity base.

Whilst there we also got involved in the European festival (pre runner to Sunrise Day)
and | was dragging large parachutes over the crowd.

So with 2007 2 years away and | was re appointed to do it all again. | asked around and
got together a team who agreed to give me a hand | think not really understanding what
they were letting themselves in for. | was informed that the base needed to be twice the
size ie 200 people at anyone time. We had also decided to scrap the fountains as they
had not given the effect we wanted and replace them with water wheels. A budget of
£1000 was set and we were underway. The plan was on the 1% August (100" birthday)
there would be a large ceremony in the morning following mega size activity bases in
afternoon with a rock concert in the evening.

We started having meetings and building began. We where then given the bomb shell
that due to essential financial cuts that the managing committee had decided to scrap
the whole mega activity base idea and that our dreams of attending the jamboree was
over. The next few weeks and a lot of effort from our team leader resulted in an



opportunity to join the sub camp evening team and run our base as per the original size,
but with only a budget of £200. The downs side of this was that the base would run
every night and would need manning for the whole two weeks. By splitting arrival times
we were able to have the base covered for the whole period.

In a further development we were asked to run the base on the majority of mornings and
afternoons as well, 25 3 hour sessions, from the original 1.

Building and painting work continued in preparation for the Districts Centenary camp on
the May bank holiday weekend. We planned to run a cut down version of the base to
test the return run and the water wheels.

Our jamboree team meeting was set for 12 / 13" May in Durham, so to ensure that we
have a representative | travelled from Reading leavening home at 6.15am to arrive for a
start time of 12.00 midday. The weekend went well with 100 Jamboree delivery team
(JDT ) attending, covering Daily programme and sub camp evening programme and the
sub camp and hub managers teams. Lots of short meetings involving different
representatives resulted in the sharing of plenty of information and the building of team
sprit and getting to know people. Saturday evening was a formal dinner where we were
served by the Durham County Contingent.

District camp

Despite the rain | took part of the base to our district camp and the wheels did turn and
the flag did slide, the base was enjoyed by Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers alike.
The wheel really gave the base a purpose and with two wheels / flags working you can
see the potential for a real race being on.

With only a few weeks to go final preparations are underway with the second wheel
being built and final painting being done. Let’s just hope for good weather over the last
week of July / 1* of August.

Malcolm

Part 2 to follow after the jamboree with our story of how it all went.

The Team

Malcolm Fillingham District Explorer Scout Leader (Young Leaders)
Ruth Fillingham District Cub Scout Leader

Andrew Clarke Assistant Cub Scout Leader 4™ Wokingham
Nancy Savage Cub Scout Leader 1* Finchampstead

Richard House Assistant Cub Scout leader 1% Wokingham
Debs Parker Cub Scout Leader 1% Wokingham

Kirsty Gillan Assistant Cub Scout leader 1> Wokingham



