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1st Emmbrook Scouts’ newsletter 

Welcome to the first edition of the revised 1st 
Emmbrook Scouts newsletter.  It has been written and 
edited by members of the Executive Committee.  The 
aim of this newsletter is to keep parents informed of 
scouting events, activities and important issues.   
 
Our first important campaign is the restoration of 
Hedley Hall. All of our children use this hall on a 
weekly basis for their Beaver, Cub and Scout meetings 
and it has provided many hours of service for children 
over the past forty years.   
 
However, although parents have taken part in working 
party days where repairs to the hut have taken place, 
the hut now needs major restoration.  We have some 
money in the 1st Emmbrook Scout account, but we 
need to raise about £20,000 to complete all the vital 
work.  This includes replacing the roof, floor and 
windows. 
 
The 1st Emmbrook Scout Group Executive Committee 
is devising lots of fundraising ideas but we need your 
help and support if we are to raise all the funds to 
complete the restoration.  As you read recently on the 
letter sent out to all parents, we will be raising subs to 
£30 which will create an extra £1,200 a year����� ���������������������
Continued on page 2 
 
  

 

Hedley Hall April 2007 

 

In 1968 the Group obtained a lease on the land in 
Toutley Road and bought the existing wooden hut 
which had been used as NAAFI staff living quarters at 
the Arborfield garrison. It took about two years to erect 
and fit out and many volunteer parents put in many 
hours of work to make it happen. 

 

 In particular our late President, Mr Tony Hedley, 
devoted two years of his life to the project and in 
recognition of this it is named after him. Harry Row, 
through his connection with Luffs, and the Group 
Scout Leader, Dr. Helmut Van Emden were also major 
players in the early days. 

 

The hut has been kept in reasonable condition through 
the years by the efforts of a relative few volunteer 
parents. Of particular note are Richard Gaut, who 
vastly improved the grounds. Roger Reeves, who 
masterminded the rear extension, and Richard Brown 
and Trevor Aver, who made great improvements to the 
internal layout. 
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The History of Hedley Hall 
 
1st Emmbrook Scout Group was started in 1964 when 
a Scout Troop was established.  It met in the old 
Emmbrook Village Hall. In 1966 the Troop used the 
newly built Emmbrook Primary School Hall. 
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The Summer BBQ 
 

The Executive Committee is organising a number of 
events to help raise money for the hall.  The main 
event for this term will be the Summer Barbeque that 
will take place on the 14th July instead of in 
September. 

In the past, this has just been a fun activity but this 
year, all profits made will go to the restoration fund.  
The usual fayre of barbeque food will be on offer 
plus lots of fun games, a balloon race and an exciting 
raffle.  Please support this event and help raise 
money for the fund. 
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Can you help us?  We are in the process of contacting 
local business to inform them of our plans for Hedley 
Hall and see if they are willing to offer any donations 
of materials or monetary funds.  Do you work for a 
company that may be willing to help?  If so, we 
would be grateful for any useful contacts you may 
have. 

Look at the chart opposite to see what the money 
from our fundraising can buy. 

Every Little Helps! 

 
New kitchen 
sink / boiler 

 
 
 
 
£4,345 

 
 
 

£2,500 

Rewiring and 
heating 

New roof  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
£12,730 New floor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
£10,600 

 
£810 

New kitchen 

If you have any comments or questions concerning articles in this newsletter please visit the 1st Emmbrook Scout 
Group website at http://www.1stemmbrook.org.uk,. Click on Contacts and then e-mail Secretary. 
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The next AGM will be held on the 15th of May 2007 
at 8:00pm in Hedley Hall. We would be grateful for 
your full support and attendance at this meeting. 


